GEORGE ELIOT

scientific allusions are not yet so prominent as they
canie to be in her later style. In the society of
Lewes and his friends a scientific allusion, which might
alarm the average reader of a magazine, would no
doubt pass for commonplace. George Eliot's environ-
ment was always so scientific and philosophical that
it would have been difficult to be quite free from the
taint. The weakness does not imply affectation, and
should be taken as an implied, if undeserved, compli-
ment to the reader's intelligence. Blackwood seems
to have been vexed by a different indication of defective '
skill in this story. He did not like the " wind up," and
thought that there was "too minute a specification" of
the children who gather round Milly Barton's deathbed,
and of other persons not previously introduced. I con-
fess that, as the story now stands, I see no force in this
criticism; but it may, I think, be said that it marks
a slight awkwardness. George Eliot, it would seem,
wanted to draw a portrait of the rustic society, and
she wanders a little from the main situation in search
of characteristic touches. The description of the
clerical dinner party seems to be dragged in merely
for the purpose of describing different types of clergy-
men; and here, and in the rather irrelevant Mr.
Farquhar, we probably have some of the undesirable
portraits from life. If this be true, and I only pre-
tend to speak for myself, the weakness entirely dis-
appears in Mr, GilfiVs Love Story. That appears to be
almost faultless, and as admirable a specimen of the
literary genus to which it belongs as was ever written.
Janet's Repentance is to me less pleasing for a differ-
ent reason. The coarse attorney, Dempster, to whom
Janet is made a victim,.is undoubtedly drawn withdancing, horse-
